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FEEDBACK COLLECTED BY NWGs AND 
INGYOs ON THE JOINT RECOMMENDATIONS DRAFTED 

IN EUYC RIGA   
 
 
 
 
The context 
 
From early April until June 20th, NWGs and INGYOs were invited to collect feedback and 
input from young people and decision-makers on the joint recommendation on youth 
empowerment for political participation, which were drafted at the EU Youth Conference in 
Riga. 
 
On May 18th, the Youth Ministries of the EU member States met in a high level policy debate 
on “Youth Empowerment for political participation” and exchange their views on what 
should be done to enhance young people’s political participation; 
 
The European Youth Forum has collected all this input in a document (see below) in order to 
serve as a basis for discussion for the upcoming EU Youth Conference in Luxembourg.  
 
The feedback is divided according to 8 thematic areas, which will correspond to the 8 groups 
of the EUYC Luxembourg. 
For each thematic area, you can find  

o The feedback collected by NWGs and INGYOs on each of the recommendation 
o The input collected on how to implement the recommendation (when relevant) 
o Some good practices (when relevant) 
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CREATING A CULTURE OF PARTICIPATION AT SCHOOL 
 

Recommendation 1  

“Member States should introduce and support a framework in educational institutions, such as 
students’ councils or other student initiatives that enable and ensure the engagement of students 
to take part in the decision-making of the school system. Other forms of civic engagements such as 
volunteering should also be recognised by the educational institutions in order to stimulate a 
culture of participation.” 
 

Feedback received 

A. More focus on ensuring the quality of the structures such as student council. 

- “How to ensure the quality and the weight of the participative structures?” 
- “There is a pressing need to implement a framework that ensures quality standards within student 

councils. A lot of work has been undertaken to develop the most effective model for student councils 
and yet there are major disparities in terms of quality. At worst they are tokenistic and ineffective yet 
some are dynamic and involved in proposing change where necessary within the school environment” 

- “The existing pupils’ councils do not function well, while there are rare occasions in which they fulfil 
their role” 

- “ A lack of interest on the part of the main participants, such as head-masters, teachers, expert 
associates and school pupils, qualified personnel at school that would provide support to pupils, 
information available to pupils and motivation are stated as the main reasons for the current situation” 

- “Student Councils should be empowered to have some areas where they have a definitive say in 
coordination with school authorities and parental organizations.” 
 

B. The recommendation gives too big a focus on students’ Council, which only concerns a few 
young people. It should insist on other ways to build political behavious at school. 

- “Some schools already offer simulation games of political situations.” 
- “Pupils should have more rights of participation in issues concerning life at school. “ 
- “Students regard it important to be able to co-decide on classes.” 
- “it should be noted that the presence of student councils or civic education alone is not a guarantee 

for increased youth participation but a wider approach is needed. It is good the recommendations also 
emphasize recognizing other forms of civic engagement and non-formal learning methodologies as 
objectives for countries that already have an established system of student councils and civic education.” 

- “Focus on informing young people about their rights and their role in society in order to be active 
citizens.” 

- Schools should be an open space for political parties and associations, school and society should not 
be separate any more. 

C. Being careful on the stakeholder addressed 

- “Is the Member States the right stakeholder here? Ineeded democracy at universities has been a 
relevant issue recently, but the responsibility for this lies with the educational institutions” 

- “Ensuring the engagement of students to take part in the decision-making of the school system is the 
responsibility of the educational institutions” 
 
 
 
 

D. Two recommendations in one: volunteering is yet a specific recommendation 
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- The elements on volunteering seem to be seen as another specific recommendation, and the link 
between those two elements (internal structure for participation and promotion of volunteering) are two 
different claims 

- This recommendation is too broad as Volunteering and Supporting Pupil Voice are two very vast 
topics. This should possibly be broken up into two separate recommendations in order to influence 
policy 

E. The role of schools to promote volunteering 

- It should be said clearly that schools should take an active role in promoting volunteerism and 
supporting students to avail of opportunities that are out there. 

- Volunteering should not only be recognized but also encourage, and put in value based on an 
education in values perspective, and being a mainstream practice in every level of the educational 
system, even from the earliest stages 

On the other hand, some respondents do not agree with the promotion and formal recognition of 
volunteering: 

- The term volunteering is not used properly here in our regard. Volunteering is something you do on a 
voluntarily basis, receiving recognition from an educational institution on something that should be 
done without any other intentions might loose the core sense of volunteering and the intentions behind 
it.  

- Forced volunteering on the schooling system should be avoid. We strongly encourage partnership 
between schools and youth organizations. 

 

Ideas for concrete implementation of this recommendation 

On ensuring the quality of internal structures:  

- To increase the quality of the students Council and ensure a framework, recommendations were 
suggested such as: Training for students, effective structure, dedicated member of staff to support 
the work, ensure a link to Board of Management. 

- There needs to be support, advice and resources available to students to ensure they can get actively 
involved in student voice initiatives. 

- Training all the parties involved is of primary importance. Pupils need support from the school and 
from a wider community such as civil society organisations, local and regional self-government units 
etc. 

- It is suggested to provide juridical status for students’ councils. This legal status could improve 
effectiveness of system 

- It is suggested to create a regional students councils – it would improve the sharing of good practice.  
- It is suggested to create a system of assessment for students councils. It could help to create map of 

“schools democracy level”.  
- It is necessary to renew training system for coordinators of students councils. • To improve visibility of 

students councils it is suggested to organize an information campaign of young people representation at 
schools.  

- It is suggested to create school council which should be formed by teachers, students and their parents. 
Usually all schools have such councils, but they are not active or even capable to do something. 

- In order to make existing framework more effective in terms of political participation, there should be 
support measures implemented - information and trainings for students, teachers and heads / 
management of educational institutions in order to raise awareness and cerate understanding 
about student councils as important tool for political participation 

- there should be clear handbooks and work programmes in place so that the work of pupils’ councils 
does not depend on an individual will and to know exactly what is within whose competence, especially 
when it comes to shifts from the local to the regional level, and from the regional to the national level. 
 

On Volunteering 

- Youth need to be provided with more time for voluntary engagement by the school system 
- Volunteering work should be recongnised in the curricula at all levels of formal education. In this sense, 

the ETCS credits for youth political participation should be part of the curricula.  
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- Cooperation between schools and local youth organisations should be established. This way schools can 
benefit from the experience and the capacities of the youth organisations, especially in the field of 
volunteering, participation and non-formal education 

Actions to increase students’ participation in life and decision-making of the school system 

- introducing regular debates at schools, as well as joint meetings of all bodies that operate in each school;  
- providing accurate information to students about their rights; • respecting competences of student 

councils;  
- discovering the needs of students – conducted by members of student councils; performing civic actions 

at schools, which would be prepared in cooperation with non-governmental organisations;  
-  introducing voluntary work at school, that would base on cooperation (in contrast to competition 

between students)  
- Expanding opportunities for non-formal education for students through contests, trainings, workshops 

and study visits. 

Good practices:  

“There are positive examples in some 3rd level institutions of “credits” being given to students who commit extra 
time to worthy activities. Young people feel that there should be more explicit recognition when students have 
shown a level of commitment to a community activity as a volunteer. This should be given the same status at 
awards ceremonies as those who are awarded for” 

“British Youth Council will soon be launching a new democracy award for schools. Schools will have to show how 
they create a culture of participation within the schools as well as teaching pupils about citizenship and 
democracy. Having a school council will be a necessity for achieving this award” 

“The “Schulgemeinschaftsausschuss”, a statutory elected panel of teachers, parents and pupils at Austrian 
secondary schools, can serve as a model for other EU member states. Nevertheless, its role should be strengthened 
so that students are involved in more and essential decisions than currently. In order to enable the engagement of 
students, participatory school forums should be introduced and anchored in law.” 
 

Recommendation 2 

“Member States should further develop or include civic education in the curricula at all levels of 
formal education, bringing a local, national and European perspective. Formal education providers 
must include non-formal learning methodologies to encourage critical thinking and enable young 
people from all backgrounds to develop attitudes and values to participate actively in the society. 
CULT Committee is invited to advance the civic education discussion in the European Parliament.” 
 
Feedback received 

A. Civic or citizenship Education? What do we understand by this concept? 

- “It is crucial to clarify at European level, what would be the European understanding of the skills, 
knowledge and attitude we want to provide to young people with the development of such a course. 
Indeed, citizenship Education exists already in some countries, but that doesn’t mean that the methods 
and content fit the objective of developing young people political consciousness and affinity.” 

- “Citizenship education in formal education takes the concrete form of classes on moral and civic 
education, but the quality of these courses remains comparatively low” 

- “Clarify the difference between civic and citizenship Education and specify its content” 
- “Citizenship Education should induce students a sense of responsibility and a strong and active civic 

attitude” 
- “Good standards of civic education can contribute to a future Europe that is tolerant and thriving in its 

diversity” 
- “There is a need to further specify what kind of knowledge civic education should facilitate. This is 

important so that we have clearer recommendations but also so that every member state knows if that is a 
recommendation that is relevant for them, given the fact that some country already have some elements 
of citizenship Education” 
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- “Civic education is not only a theory, but also real political ability to act (co-determination at school 
in addition to participation as an alibi)” 

- “The discussion’s topic needs to be clearer (e.g. providing European information material, 
recommendations to the EU28 for a school lesson called “Europe”, bringing together EU politicians and 
young people through visits, simulations etc.)” 

- “In order to implement this recommendation, we will need to define what knowledge and competence 
is understood under this concept.” 

 

B. Clarify how to ensure collaboration between formal and non-formal Education 

- “A difficulty in this area according to participants is finding time for these activities during school 
classes. Possible solutions would be to discard a part of hard knowledge from civic education 
programme or to organise these activities as extracurricular and ensure their appeal.” 

- “Schools could increase cooperation with associations and work on that topic during project days.” 
- “The cooperation of NGOs and youth organiszations with the schools and young students is crutial as 

well and there is no framework or guidelines how to formalize such cooperation” 
- “All political stakeholders think it’s essential to develop links between these two sectors of the 

education, in particular in view of the implementation of this recommendation. 
- “A cross-sectoral approach between schools, local authorities and organizations including 

educators, social workers should be encouraged and established to advance the empowerment and 
outreach of young people” 

- “It is necessary to create a stronger and more effective network between the different actors 
involved - schools, associations, universities and institutions, observatory and intervention bodies should 
be created and the communication should be improved in order to be more effective.” 
 

C. Providing better support to the teachers 

- “An insufficient support to teachers from the Education and Teacher Training Agency is one of the 
current problems, mainly because they are understaffed, and that the new education strategy envisages a 
key role of the Agency in the support to the curriculum system” 
 

D. More focus on the practical aspect of citizenship Education 

- “Support critical thinking instead of giving information on the political system.” 
- “Definitelly more discussion approach and more opportunities for student to discuss actual political 

topic and processes on all levels is very crutial.” 
- We call for a critical thinking at all the stages of the education system, as a transversal principle. 

Moreover youth participation is also to teach young people, how to listen, give inputs, debating on topics 
that concerned them to take an active role into the society 

E. Is the right stakeholder addressed?  

- “Important to reflect and take into account how to support schools as well as youth organisations in 
cooperating efficiently. We need to address the stakeholder in the country in charge of promoting 
this kind of cooperation, and how to make such cooperation systematics.” 

- “Member State is too broad, one need to specifically address the Ministry of Educations, in charge of 
the Educational curricula in the countries. “ 

- “The government is responsible for the end terms of educational institutions curricula. Educational 
institutions are therefore bound to the governments guidelines. They are obliged to devote a certain 
amount of time to civic education. However, they are responsible for deciding how to fulfil this 
obligation and thereby setting up the details of the curricula.” 

- “It’s important to reinforce the place of citizenship education in educational contents” 
- “This is decided by the Ministry of Education, therefore this actor should be more clearly 

mentioned in the recommendation” 
- “Regarding the recommendation to CULT Committee, some more concrete action could be suggested. 

Since education is a national competence, Members of European Parliament could also influence the 
decisions on national level and advocate for the civic education there.” 

F. Citizenship Education must start as early as possible 
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- “It was emphasised that indeed action to involve young people must start already at school age, and not 
at university level only” 

- When it comes to civic education, it was pointed out that it must be expanded especially in primary 
school and its nature must change during all education levels 

 

Ideas for concrete implementation 

Providing with skills and attitude and not only knowledge: 

- Activities implementes in schools should go around meetings with politicians; visits at 
public authorities’ offices; discussions on current social and political issues;  project-based 
learning; introduction to the work of local non-governmental organizations, lectures by 
political figures and regular visits of governmental institutions that provide an insight into the 
functioning of political mechanisms. 

- Create a center for political education which would be a centralized support structure that 
will work in the field of information and promotion of political participation.  

 

On the Formal and Non Formal Education 

- “Youth organisations and youth work institutions should be involved in the process of 
political education in an interdisciplinary manner (in different subjects). For example, by 
inviting youth organisations as experts and linking extracurricular with curricular education.” 

 

Good practices: 

DNYC runs the campaign ‘Europa in de klas’ (Europe in the classroom), which focuses on introducing 
education about Europe and European politics in secondary schools and vocational schools. 

For example, The French « Core knowledge and competences framework » regarding citizenship 
Education, underlines that all what students are supposed to know and to manage at the end of their 
scholarship different social and civic competences are described in it: Sense of Dialogue, skills for 
dialogue, negotiation, culture of consensus, respect of collective rules for life, sense of individual and 
collective responsibility, fight against prejudice and discriminations. 

 

 

 

 

Involving young people in political decision-making 
 
Recommendation 3 
 
“In order to further involve young people in democratic life, Member States and local authorities are 
invited to implement pilot programmes starting at local level, where voting age is lowered to 16, 
accompanied by the adequate preparation, including quality civic education.” 
 
 
Feedback received 

A.. Vote at 16 must be flanked by education and information 
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- “Lowering the voting age must be accompanied by civic education, the promotion of critical thinking 
and a debate culture as well as the involvement in democratic processes. “ 

- “Young people should be showed that they have a right to self- and co-determination and that they have 
to decide on their own what to believe and what to question. “ 

- “Young people must be informed about opportunities to get in contact with the candidates running 
for office. “ 

- “Especially young people need easy access to information. In many cases, young people have to be 
active if they want necessary information. Thus, you only reach young people who are motivated to 
participate. Information has to be provided where it reaches young people, for instance at school, in 
youth organisations or through media. “ 

- “There are links and synergies of strengthening civic education and the section on “Creating a Culture of 
Participation at School”.  

- “Are welcomed, if they do not only happen in capitals and if they are supported by quality 
civic education.” 

-  

B. Reform of the electoral process 

- Debate should not be limited to reducing the voting age but also include other ways to increase youth 
participation in elections, like e-voting or having the election day during the week but off work and 
school.  

C. Doubts on the efficiency of vote at 16  

- “More than 80% of the youngsters consulted in Belgium in 2011 do not feel vote at 16 is needed. They 
state that they are not mature enough or that they do not have sufficient information to vote responsibly. 
“ 

- “There is a concern that the family environment will be a determining factor for young peoples’ choice 
of a political option.  

- In Belgium voting is compulsory and young may face sanctions for not voting. It is more important to 
focus on making the young feel responsible and give them space to voice their ideas (dialogue, youth 
actions), than lowering the voting age. We strongly feel that youth involvement in the society should be 
more valorised, and in that sense lowering the voting age is not the first priority. “ 

- “Changing the voting age is not on the political agenda” 
 

 

Ideas for concrete implementation 

Importance to prepare adequately before implementing pilot programs 

-  “It has to be clarified what the positive change of vote at 16 is exactly, maybe through a study”.  
- “Vote at 16 can only be a long-term goal for the MS, with a thorough preparation process preceding it. “ 
- “We should not only discuss about “if” the voting age should be reduced but also “how” the voting age 

should be reduced, including legal questions or a revision of curricula but also who should set up 
the frameworks for a lower voting age. “ 

- “Reflection on the voting age must be accompanied with reflections on what is a young person, 
notably on the link of maturity (also in legal terms) and voting rights. We might find the paradox of 
people under 18 being minors, with voting rights for local elections, but no voting rights (either passive 
or active) within youth organizations as some legislation do not allow minors (namely under 18) to have 
legal responsibilities in youth organizations. “ 
 

- “It is important to conduct a research about young people consciousness;  
o To promote young people consciousness should be organized projects of civic education.  
o To ensure visibility and youth knowledge about “vote16” project should be organized 

information campaign.  
o After these three steps should be implemented pilot project.” 

- “There should be surveys on national level carried out before considering lowering of the voting 
age”.  
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- “The experience from countries that have lowered voting age to 16 years already also should be analysed 
in details in order to consider implementation of such pilot programmes on municipal level”. 

Good practices 

More and more Länder in Germany have reduced the voting age to 16 years in Germany.  

During a National Youth Debate with 150 young people the participants proposed to organise 
“shadow elections” for youth between 16 and 18 to “advise” the adults allowed to vote.  

“This measure was accompanied by an educational campaign called ‘Vote16’ where a number of 
conferences, discussions and seminars were held. Also a campaign called ‘#firsttime’ was also 
launched using social media to encourage young people to participate in elections. These two 
initiatives working in parallel were quite successful as around 75% of the 16-17 year old eligible to 
vote for the first time participated in the elections.” 

 

Recommendation 4 

“By implementing transparent, sustainable and collaborative structures and providing financial 
support, authorities on the local, regional and national levels should ensure full participation of youth 
NGOs in decision making processes of the policies that affect young people.” 
 
A. We should be careful about the representativeness of the youth NGOs 
 

- “It is not youth organisations but young people directly who should participate in policy-making 
processes to ensure equal opportunities. “ 

- “It is not important that all young people always participate but it is of utmost important that political 
communication reaches the young and that it is understandable for them”.  

- “There need to be specific structures and measures to address disadvantaged young people. “ 
- “Non-governmental youth organisations are only representative, if they are open towards young 

people, well-known by them and if they make an effort to actually investigate their peers views and 
interests. “ 

- “It is questionable, whether the youth representatives sitting at a table with decision-makers are 
“representative” and a “legitimate” actor in decision-making processes. “ 
 

 
 
B. Support structures for participation 
 

- “There should be a legal framework ensuring the rights of the young people for participation at local, 
regional and national decision-making processes. “ 

- “There has to be a space where young people and decision-makers can meet on an ad hoc basis to jointly 
analyse the expected and the concrete results achieved by the decisions taken. “ 

- “Youth organisations cannot respond to the new demands, as long as most of them are run by volunteers. 
They need to obtain the necessary means, financial and organisational, to participate in such 
structures”.  

 
C. More focus on the different stages of implementation  
 

- “This recommendation should put an emphasis on all stages of participation, i.e. planning, 
implementation and follow-up, as well as ensuring that participation has a concrete effect on the policy-
making process.” 

- “Some participants in the consultations state there is a need for a clearer definition of youth policies in 
order to know in which cases young people should be involved in the processes. In practice decision-
makers often fail to see youth-related needs, and they are associated with other social groups, such as 
the family, social policy and the like. In order to ensure transparent, sustainable and collaborative 



 9 

structures, this group proposes the entire decision-making process to be transparent, with clearly defined 
phases, roles and deadlines.” 

 
 
D. Focus on the need to get formal recognition 
 

- Better recognition of representative youth structures as political stakeholders. 
-  “This reccommendation has very big support, however more specification how such structures 

should be working and financed is needed.” 
 
E. Other Stakeholders 
 

- “The present recommendations don’t mention the responsibility of other stakeholders than politicians in 
the lack of youth political participation. Other organizations such as political parties, syndicates, civil 
society organizations should be more involved in the improvement of youth participation in the 
society and inside of their governance.” 

 

Ideas for concrete implementation 

- “Erasmus+ KA 3 is a useful tool to enhance policy makers’ engagement and commitment with young people 
through dialogue projects”. 

- “Possibly a quota for youth welfare committees” 

- Young people should be provided with seats in committees and boards that discuss youth issues. These 
committees should meet at times when young people are able to take part, be transparent and their work should be 
easy to follow online. 

- A uniform set of rules for regional youth councils should be established, as they can be an important channel 
for youth concerns. The rules for composition (from open youth work and youth organizations), function (not only 
advisory) as well as a defined binding cooperation with administration and politics (e.g. forms for who processes 
the work in a binding way and where) should be improved and standardised. 

 

ENHANCING POLICY MAKERS’ ENGAGEMENT AND COMMITMENT 
WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
 
Recommendation 5 
 
“European Commission and Member States should put in place a framework to engage policy makers, 
providing them with all the necessary tools to involve young people and youth organizations in 
developing, implementing and evaluating the policies that affect them through shared decision-
making.” 
 

Feedback received 
 
A/ Need to clarify what is understood by “put in place a framework” 

- “A framework should include a variety of different ways to ensure that young people can participate. 
Online, offline, meetings, consultation events etc. Young people should be in a position to validate 
decisions made on their behalf. The recommendation should be more clear about what kind of 
framework is to be implemented” 

- “A framework should be conscious of the challenge of connecting with “hard to reach” young people” 
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- “Is it feasible to have a framework at European level? How can it be compulsory for decision-makers 
to involve young people in decision-making”?  

 
 
B/ Education of policy-makers 

- “It is important to teach policy-makers new ways of approaching young people, bringing forward the 
use of new formats such as the ones used for the Structured Dialogue. These new formats should be 
carried on not only for these consultations, but as a general method for local, regional and national 
authorities in order to gather the opinions of young people.” 

- “Possibility to have young people as mentors for politicians in order to facilitate a learning process for 
the politicians about young people’s needs that actually begins with young people. According to the 
stakeholder, this method was successfully tried out in Rotterdam.” 

 
C/ Difference with the second recommendation is not very clear 

- “ The main message of this recommendation is easy to get, whether it is about creating a legal 
framework to engage politicians, or to establish shared decision-making process” 
 

 
Ideas for concrete implementation 
 

- “NWGs and NYCs should introduce a “Structured Dialogue Communitiy” quality label/award (where 
applicable in connection with a more holistic youth friendly quality label/awards) for communities that 
promote Structured Dialogue as an essential part of youth participation in decision-making.” 

- “It is suggested to organize simulations of decision-making between young people and policy 
makers. It would help to improve youth knowledge about policy designing.” 

- “It is suggested for policy makers to use social media, to make and present video reports, 
infographics – to reach young people in youth friendly way”. 

- “It has been noticed that young people need more publicity about political process. Usually young 
people are those who seek dialogue between them and decision makers. To ensure developing, 
implementing and evaluating the policies that affect young people, decision makers should also initiate 
discussions.  

- “One more suggestion – to set quotas for young people in Parliament, Councils of municipalities.” 
 
Recommendation 6 
 
“Policy makers on all levels, should continuously perform an open political culture of communication 
using multiple youth targeted methods in order to increase transparency and accountability of the 
policymaking process.” 
 
Feedback received 
 
A/ Clarify what is meant with “youth targeted methods” 

- “In this recommendation, it isn’t clear what kind of youth targeted methods we are refering to, and 
who will choose these methods and how to assure that they are really youth targeted methods” 

- “it should maker clearer what are “youth targeted methods” by providing several examples or 
proposing one specific measure to put in place” 
 

B/ The focus on the accountability of the decision-makers’ decision, especially when 
young people were consulted, is not stressed enough 

- “Policy-makers should be stimulated to participate politically and get engaged with citizens. Therefore, 
in order to increase accountability of this fundamental task, periodic reports assessing the level of 
engagement of politicians with citizens, especially with young people, should become mandatory on 
all the levels.” 

- “ It has been noted that it is necessary that authorities communicate their decisions, either positive 
or negative, in a framework of more transparent administrations.” 

-  
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C/ Performing an open culture of communication shouldn’t prevent a real political 
involvement of young people 

- Open culture of communication and tools are important, but should not be an excuse from true 
involvement of young people by policy makers.  

- The fear was that the recommendation would lead to the establishment of parallel structures for 
young people’s political participation rather than enable the integration of young people in already 
existing structures. 

- A coordinated cross-sectoral communication should be in line with the European charter of youth 
information – especially the preamble and the principles 2, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 15. 

D/ No mention to online communication and channels 

- “There should be a structure for channeling communication between political structures and young 
people. Policy makers should have an authentic presence on Social Media and use the tools available 
to share their views, promote their ideas and have a dialogue with young people. Policy makers should 
show an active interest and be present in the environments where young people gather and also be able 
to show evidence of previous work in a dynamic and accessible way.” 

Ideas for concrete implementation 
 
In order to ensure an open culture of communication:  

- “More focus on social networks, more photos, more hashtags” 
-  “We need information channels which are easy to understand and youth-friendly.” 
- “ Politicians should go beyond the classic division of roles in order to become more youth-

friendly.” 
-  “ Youth-friendly dialogue via youth-friendly media necessary” 
- “Personal contact is important to pass on information and knowledge to young people, 

since it enables checking if this information has been duly understood. Internet portals and 
online information, as supporters of a personal approach pointed out, are no solution.” 

- “Organising regular meetings and debates between youth and decision makers “ 
- “Assigning to non-governmental organisations the task of organising information exchange 

process between decision-makers and young people” 
- “Policy makers should have regular and consistent visits to schools, youth groups, youth 

services and conduct workshops at grassroots level to support engagement. Each elected 
representative should invite and host groups of young people to the Dail and this should be on 
record as a statistic.” 

In order to ensure accountability of decision-makers 

- “Promises of local politicians needs to be supervised by local youth councils, which means 
that they are reflecting the implementation of the promises and sharing the information with 
the local media.” 

 
Good practice:  
A model could be local political-festivals inspired by the Swedish Almedals vekan or the 
Danish “Folkemøde” at Bornholm, where people and decision makes meets for informal and 
formal debates about various topics that have their interest. 

 

STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF YOUTH WORK FOR POLITICAL 
EMPOWERMENT OF ALL YOUNG PEOPLE 
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Recommendation 7 
 
“The crucial role of youth work for fostering a political participation which is based on the values of 
diversity, human rights, democracy and on critical thinking, should be strengthened and socially and 
politically recognized by the European Commission and Member States. Therefore, youth work should 
be provided with the necessary resources, support structures and formal recognition.” 
 
Feedback received 
 
A/ Lack of knowledge about Youth Work remains an issue 

- “Also it is recognized that it is lack about information of youth work. Sometimes even youth workers 
do not have enough competence and information about specific issues (for example – young families)” 

- “However, the knowledge about youth work seems to be limited to young people involved in the 
activities carried out by the youth organisations. In order to strengthening the role of youth work it 
could be useful to introduce it also in school curricula and to encourage cross-sectorial initiatives 
involving different stakeholders” 

- “There is the lack of recognition of youth work and the lack of coordination of youth work 
initiatives. The lack of recognition affects the level of competences on the sector. Hence a legislative 
provision is required, while all key youth stakeholders should participate in its development.” 

- There is a crucial problem of defining youth work taking into account different national realities. 
 
 
 
 
B/ Specify the recommendation 

- “The recommendation is too general as such, it doesn’t ask for anything specific” 
- “There is a need for youth work to receive more structural funding. However, the recommendation 

should then address the right stakeholder regarding the funding.  
- “ What does it mean to be provided with support structures and to have formal recognition? We 

should be more specific on what exactly is needed at that stage, bearing in mind that the situations 
differs across Europe”.  

- “In terms of training for youth worker, sufficient (high quality) education and training for youth workers 
(volunteer and full-time) should be secured to guarantee quality assurance, promotion and recognition of 
youth work. In order to guarantee an appropriate level of quality, adequate funding must be secured.” 

 
Input regarding the implementation 
 

- “Introducing scholarships and more trainings for youth workers”  
- “Promoting and increasing visibility of results of youth work” 
- “ Introducing new university subject: “Youth work” 

 
 
Recommendation 8 
 
“EU institutions and Member States are encouraged to put up cross-sectorial initiatives and long-term 
partnerships at all levels with youth workers and non-governmental organizations, with the aim of 
transferring knowledge and developing political participation competencies of all young people, 
especially those with fewer opportunities.”  
 

Feedback received 

A/Identifying the relevant actors 
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- While carrying out a “mapping exercise” it became very apparent that there is very little coordination 
or cross pollination among these organisations and in fact there is a vast amount of duplication. Young 
people don't see the overall picture of what is out there and they suspect that the organisations 
themselves don't see the picture of the sector within which they are working! There is certainly a 
challenge worth taking on in terms of having a clear picture of what is out there for young people 
and how they get to see the relevant sign posts. A clear picture of the landscape, through carrying 
out a ‘mapping exercise’ at different level,  would surely give more scope for positive cross-sectorial 
initiatives and long term partnerships with young people being the ultimate beneficiaries.” 

- “It is sugested for the schools to involve the youth workers more in the planning of school systems” 
- “The local municipalities should find the ressourses to have youth workers in schools” 
- “The national level authorities to organize trainings to school youth workers to better prepare them for 

the work in the democracy raising.” 

 

Input regarding the implementation  

On the cross-sectoral cooperation:  
- “the idea was raised to create an informal platform of stakeholders in the youth field, in order to provide 

regular multilateral projects. This should provide opportunities for young people to discover projects, 
activities and get more interested in politics. There is a strong need for such inter-sectorial cooperation 
structures between educators and youth workers. A good example can be given by the Inter-Actions 
project which aims at creating political participation tools with a more playful approach.” 

- “Making access to schools easier for youth workers” 
-  “More regranting and transferring public tasks to organisations and people specialising in youth work”  
- “Cooperation between youth organisations and experienced organisations, where members or employees 

of the latter would take on mentor roles.”  
- “It is sugested for the schools to involve the youth workers more in the planning of school systems” 

 
 
Good practice 
 
Implementation of “Youth guarantee” scheme on municipal level in Latvia involving variety of actors 
from different sectors is considered to be good practice that should be applied in other fields. 
 

 

 

DEVELOPING YOUTH FRIENDLY TOOLS FOR POLITICAL 
PARTICIPATION 
 
Recommendation 9 
“To ensure access of young people to information and opportunities to experience online tools for 
political participation, Member States should ensure that trainings on the existence of such tools are 
provided for teachers and other professionals working with young people.” 
 
Feedback received 
 
A/Focus on exchange of best practices 

- “We would also like to see an approach of best practice sharing between Member States as there is 
probably some projects that are already initiated in this topic, whether its the member state or an NGO.” 

B/Problem of accessibility of online tools in schools 
- “The problem with providing teachers with digital trainings, is that unfortunately, most of the 

schools are not fully equipped when it comes to digital material and computers”  
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- “Many existing schools are barred from being used on school computers and one con only use 
computers in places like libraries.” 

- “One would have to focus on integrating the principle of online learning and using online tools in school 
as a transversal principle, and not only through one course” 

 
C/Be more accurate about what teachers should be trained about 

- “This recommendation isn’t clear on whether the teachers/educators should be trained on digital 
skills in general and or if it’s about using tools for political participation in particular” 

- “Suggestions were made that trainings should not only inform teachers about the existence of online 
participation tools, but also raise their awareness of potential that comes with them.” 

- “Teachers should be provided with training not only on the existence but also on the efficient use 
of online tools. For example, the school environment is highly digitalized in Finland and the new 
government plans to take this process even further. Research and the opinions of young people 
themselves have shown, however, that such tools are often not used efficiently and do not add up to the 
quality of teaching in any way. It would be important that the recommendation recognizes that such tools 
alone do little to foster youth participation or improve the quality of teaching. What is needed is careful 
planning on how exactly these potentially excellent tools can be best used.” 

- “Classes should be given about how to use online e-citizen tools, social media, multiple channels of 
information. The development of an e-citizenship should be done with an educational framework. The 
educational staff or teachers or youth workers should be taught well regarding the new online 
participation tools.” 

D/Financial sustainability of such a proposal 
- “The idea of trainings for teachers and youth workers often raised questions about sources of financing 

for such endeavour. The most important target group was defined as class teachers, older people 
working with youth, as well as those teaching social subjects: civics, history and home language. It was 
seen as an opportunity to strengthen cooperation between schools and non-governmental 
organisations, which could be responsible for carrying out trainings.” 

- “We feel that there needs to be clarity in this recommendation about who is expected to provide the 
training, and where the resourced for this come from. Increasingly in the UK more and more youth 
organisations and decision makers are turning to the internet and social media to consult with young 
people, or to advertise opportunities where young people can have their voices heard. The reason for this 
is often down to a lack of staff capacity and resources to support face to face engagement due to 
austerity cuts.” 

 
 

Recommendation 10 
 
“Private and public organisations should involve young people in the development, implementation 
and monitoring of online tools for youth political participation., To ensure recognition of young 
people’s participation and sustain their involvement in political processes, online tools should be 
complemented by offline methods and have a follow-up phase in which decision-makers reflect on 
how young people’s contributions were taken into account.” 
 

Feedback received 

 

A/ Big support to the need for complementarity between online and offline tools 

- “There is a need of creating new online tools (especially for municipal level) with full involvement and 
participation of young people. These new tools should be synchronised and support exiting offline 
methods for youth political participation.” 

- “Political participation is built upon the trust in oneself, that one’s contribution makes a difference. 
Physical meetings between people are the best way to foster political participation and interest that can 
be supported by online tools, e.g. digital communities in order to maintain and further develop the 
political interest among young people afterwards.” 
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- “online tools cannot compensate adequate offline formats and methods that ensure young people can 
experience politics. First and foremost, a culture of participation has to be established.” 

- “We consider it important that online and offline participation are equal” 
- “It has been stressed that an ‘only online’ approach leads more to passive attitudes rather than active 

ones. The participation of young people is an important experience in their lives and it should be for real, 
in direct contact and interaction with other young people.” 

B/ Unequal access to digital tools doesn’t appear in the recommendation 

- “At the same time, it needs to be taken into account that not all young people have the equal access to 
internet and/or the necessary digital skills to use these digital tools. Furthermore, these tools should 
be developed in an inclusive and youth friendly manner that will accommodate the different needs of 
different (vulnerable) groups (i.e. migrants, disabilities etc.).” 

- “Everybody needs the same opportunity of access. Using platforms has to be free of charge” 
- “Some extra effort should be made to articulate tools to include young people with functional 

diversities and fewer opportunities.” 

C/ Feasibility of the youth involvement and the follow-up  

- “The existence of an ‘online tool for participation is not of itself a success unless that tool can achieve 
what it aims to achieve. The maximum possibility for success in this regard is to ensure that young 
people are at the core of the development phase of such a tool.”  

- “Tools for participation should include co-responsibility methods that empower young people and 
made them not only conscious of the importance of their decisions, but also aware of their implications. 
Tools for participation should also take into account the wide range of ages and the definition of youth, 
which varies”  

- “There is a serious deficit in terms of “youth friendly” and “youth accessible” online tools for 
political participation. Young people feel that this is a direct result of the absence of any youth 
involvement in design, management or delivery of these online tools.” 

- “There are many groups and organisations with an online presence attempting to connect with young 
people but the only guarantee is that if young people are not involved the efforts are futile and 
doomed to failure. There is added value in terms of consultation events and face to face meetings but in 
order to maximise the potential of online engagement there is a critical need for young people to be 
involved” 

- Another concern raised was the feasibility of follow-up through those participation tools, of what is 
decided by decision-makers for instance.  

 

Actors involved in such a process: 

- “scepticism towards the idea of including private organisations in this.” 
- “Engaging private institutions in involving young people in the development, implementation and 

monitoring of online tools for youth political participation is quite demanding, particularly when 
one considers that at this moment, there seems to other issues that are further up the political agenda 
such as employment/employability and education. Also young people could not envisage any rate of 
return for private institutions through such Joint Conclusions and some doubted the interest of most 
private institutions in such Joint Conclusions.” 

- “ A cross-sectoral approach betwenn schools, local authorities and organizations including educators 
and social workers to estsblish a network for further empowerment and outreach.” 

 

Input for implementation 

- “Administration of online participation processes by specialists who have to be available for 
young people. Local administrators would be useful.” 

Attractivity and youth-friendlyness of the online tools 

- “One method for this would be to add special feedback corners to websites of local 
municipalities where decision makers and young people can have a pithy dialogue.”. 
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- “Young people often criticize that the design and layout of the websites of national 
government departments are often not youth friendly. They are typically not compatible with 
mobile devices. In order to stimulate young people to visit these websites, mobile apps should 
be offered.” 

-  

Good practices 

The City of Differdange implemented a tool called “Carticipe”, a territorial participation tool to 
rediscover one’s own living space and surroundings on a local, in this case communal level. The main 
objective of this tool is to motivate citizens of all ages to contribute actively to inducing local change 
by taking part in a social exchange platform on the internet. The usage of interactive maps, 
interconnected and dynamic feedback/social media plugins helps to create a living an evolving 
platform which is collecting valuable input from the citizens.  

A good example of this in Ireland is spunout.ie. This is a model of youth involvement and youth 
engagement and can be used as a good practice example for any “youth friendly” online tools. 

A good practice in the Netherlands is the development with a youth voting tool (stemwijzer) aimed at 
helping young people to make an informed decision at elections. 

The introduction of online registration brings voter registration into the 21st century and makes it 
easier, simpler and faster for people to register to vote. Voters can register in as little as three minutes, 
online, using their computer, smartphone or tablet. It offers new opportunities for young people to 
register to vote. Online registration is already proving to be a very powerful engagement tool. For 
example, it supports social media registration campaigns as traffic can driven to straight to the 
website. Since its introduction in last June over 6.5 million applications to register have been made, 
with the vast majority of these made online. 

Other comment: On this specific subgroup, we have received input that wasn’t referring solely 
to the recommendations. This can underline an interest to cover other dimensions of the topic of 
online tools 

“New technologies can enable young people to participate in the political processes. An idea was raised to create 
a website where young people can publish their opinion on contemporary political issues on a regular basis. 
The functioning of this website could be similar to the Online Participation Platform that was used during the SD 
contribution phase. Interesting and innovative statements should be taken into consideration by political decision 
makers and upturned to a higher political level.” 

“The so called social networks of modern web 2.0 constitute a good platform for young people to be informed 
and to express their opinions, mainly because users must not look far to find relevant information. Networks 
similar to Facebook can therefore be used to stimulate a culture of political participation. Young people can 
easily be gathered in different topic orientated groups. Another important feature in engaging them to take part is 
the possibility for users to comment on articles or single statements. They can anonymously debate with other 
users, which is also somehow a form of political participation. Short-messaging platforms like Twitter can also 
be an interesting tool for young people to get more interested in the work of political decision-makers and to 
reduce the latent gap between the stakeholders.” 
 
“Respondents, experts and deputies are supporting the idea to improve the transmedia competences of 
youngsters, enabling them to access, select and manage the information they want in a self-governed way. 
All these tools need to evolve over time and adapt to new technological advancements, whilst continuously 
training their users. The technology used must not only be applied in order that most platforms can access it, but 
also so that public places may be used for access by youth that have no private access to computers, tablets or 
smartphones (i.e. reducing the digital gap).” 
 
“Also, the technology used should be open-source so as to enable easy development and updating.” 
 
“It’s recommended to mention more “direct democracy instruments when creating policy (referendums, ECIs, 
etc.)”” 
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PROMOTING ALTERNATIVES FORMS OF PARTICIPATION, LIKE 
SPORTS OR ART 
 
Recommendation 11 
 
“Member States and youth organisations should acknowledge and make better use of alternative 
forms of young people’s political engagement (e.g. arts, sports) aiming to enrich the debate and 
decision-making processes.” 
 
 
Feedback received 
 
A/ What are “alternative forms of young people’s engagement? 

- “It is left slightly unclear what kind of alternative forms of political engagement the 
recommendation is referring to. In addition to arts and sports, does it also include participation 
through non-formal channels, such as demonstrations?” 

- “Direct democracy is de facto missing in these recommendations. There is no mention of referendums, 
European Citizens’ Initiative or citizens’ initiatives on the national level (they exist in certain 
Member States).” 

- “It was also stressed that extensive study of alternative political expression is necessary in order to 
better understand and make use of it.” 

B/ How and who can acknowledge these forms of participation? 

- “the problem lies precisely in the ways of acknowledging such forms of engagement, which is related 
to the fragmented nature or heterogeneity of the youth sector.” 

- “Both decision-makers and young people believe that youth organisations have a crucial role in 
shaping and acknowledging alternative forms of political engagement. More specifically, they are 
seen as initiators and/or facilitators of a dialogue between decision-makers and young people, facilitators 
of informal training in youth participation in decision-making processes and as promoters of a culture of 
communication.” 

- “these forms of political commitment strengthen the appearance and the recognition of youth 
organisations in public.” 

 
 
 
DEVELOPING LOCAL AND DIRECT DEMOCRACY 
 
Recommendation 12 
 
“Member States, local or regional authorities should encourage the establishment and the 
strengthening of local and regional youth councils or other equivalent youth platforms that should be 
open, inclusive and sustainable in order to enable young people from all backgrounds to participate 
and be involved in decision-making processes in accordance with the Revised European Charter on the 
Participation of young people in local and regional life (Congress of Local & Regional Authorities, 
Council of Europe).” 
 

A/ Preparing adequately local/regional authorities 

- “The success of municipal youth councils often depends on the municipalities involved; in this case 
we’d need people who are ready to lead the way and to support a sustainable and lasting approach” 

- “The political instrumentation of those councils should definitely be banned! The autonomy of the 
councils should be left to the youth themselves but good communication should be installed with the 
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municipality. The feedback on the project is also key, because the youth need direct impact to develop 
participation.” 

- “There should be special attention given to the preparation of the public authorities and public 
servants, to be able to work with such a structure in line with the principle of youth participation. The 
importance of this phase should be illustrated in the recommendation” 
 

B/ What would be the responsibility of the local councils? 

- “Broadening the powers of the youth council with a view to financing and programme” 
- “There should be an exchange of good practices, especially from cities where the youth council is well-

functioning, with a real involvement in decision-making regarding local issues affecting young people”.  

 

C/ Sustainability of such structures 

- “it should be noted that participation processes are deemed totally ineffective if there is not continuity 
on the long run, allowing organization to create a culture of participation that is transmitted from one 
generation to another. In this regard it should be guaranteed the recognition, duration and sustainability 
of the existing forms of young people participation, notably Youth Councils.” 

- “There is a need for content-related support of youth organisations by the local public authorities. A 
mere financial support of activities for young people is not sufficient. It might even have the opposite 
effect since young people are not actively involved in the process.” 

- “Accompanying young people is more important than pure financial support. Transparency in 
decision-making processes and debates should be ensured, and the framework of political participation 
has to be made very clear in order to avoid political apathy.” 

 

Input for implementation 

“We feel that there is a need for ongoing training on how to run local and regional youth platforms 
so that delivery is of consistent quality. “ 
 
The organization of the council should remain under the reality of the community, but a general 
charter could be written at a national level for guidelines, including the youth into its editing 
process. 
 

Good practice 

Many cities and villages in Luxembourg have installed a plurennial “Communal youth plan”, offering 
regular platforms over a certain period of years which facilitate the possibility to collect the 
youngsters feedback on how to configure, develop and change the open and public space for example 
(courts, playgrounds, play areas etc.). We need to develop more tools like these and adapt them to put 
up a framework in which young people can communicate and develop ideas independently, on a 
regional and local level. 

The youth council in Bavaria has successfully integrated inclusive measures in child and youth work 
for years. The youth council follows different approaches according to fostering the participation of 
young people with migrant background and according to fostering the participation of young people 
with disabilities. In 2004, a documentation on the participation of children and youth with disabilities 
in youth work was published. It shows that youth councils and institutions of open child and youth 
work, as well as youth organisations, already include young people with disabilities in their 
programmes, as far as this is possible concerning their resources. 40 youth councils, youth 
organisations and initiatives are organised within the youth council of Bavaria, and they all offer a 
variety of programmes and initiatives for an inclusive youth work. Mostly, this is realised in open and 
local youth work and within organisations, but also as youth initiative in independent self-help-groups 
of young people.  
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 INCREASING SYNERGIES AND COOPERATION BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT ACTORS 
 
Recommendation 13 
“In order to involve young people in political processes and to enable easy and sustainable 
collaboration between all relevant stakeholders, the EU institutions and Member States should 
develop or improve coordinated cross-sectorial communication at all levels.” 
 
 
A/ Identify the stakeholders 

- “For the recommendation to be a bit more innovative and interesting, it should clearly identify which 
are the relevant actors that should work one with another, otherwise it remains quite empty as a 
proposal”  

- “The conclusion should clearly state or identify who the stakeholders are.” 
- “ Are the actors the same at EU and national level?” 
- “Mechanisms to increase cooperation and synergies among the different European Commission 

areas should be also promoted, especially regarding internal and external actions. In this regard, it will 
be crucial to stress the relevance of the inter-regional youth platforms.” 

- “European Commission to take a more visible lead in implementing a cross sectoral approach and 
work on the EU youth strategy together with commissioners of other policy fields.” 
 

 
B/ Specify the proposal 

- “It would be interesting the recommendation to provide specific examples of tools which can be 
implemented in order to improve the cross-sectoral coordination of the actors” 

- “ There is a misunderstanding of the proposal, several actors thought it refers to the communication 
between young people and decision-makers”. 

- “About the first recommendations under this item, we feel, it is not well writing and then confuses us. 
We cannot really link the two part of the sentence. We acknowledge the importance of the trans or 
cross-sectorial communications between political actor, which will lead to a better approach of the youth 
that needs to be mainstreamed policies. However, it is not clear how this would actually empower young 
people to participate politically”.  

 
C/ Involvement of young people 

- “A point to improve the cooperation between actors at the EU level, would be more interaction or 
information about the youth working party, in order for the youth to directly be involve. This would 
surely also improve the quality and the ownership of the recommendation. In the send we strongly 
recommend the Permanent Representations to be in contact with the NYC.” 

- “Therefore in order to improve the communication between the political actors, but also with the youth, 
we recommend reducing the complexity of the system, the interest from defined issues; and some 
autonomy at a local level. The youth should be link with the institutional actors. Their involvement 
should be more compulsory in each structure. More vertical bridges should also be made from local to 
regional to national and European levels. 
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Recommendation 14 
“We call on the European Commission to set the ground for a progressive implementation of a youth 
impact assessment of all EU policies. This should involve all relevant stakeholders to ensure the 
sustainability and effectiveness of policies affecting young people’s lives, thus increasing the 
attractiveness of political participation for young people.” 
 

A/ Feasibility of the proposal 

- “About the assessment, we wonder how it will be done? Through the EU youth report, independent 
studies?” 

- “Realistic? Regarding the youth impact assessment, there is need of relevant methodologies and 
possibilities to support also other than only public organisations.” 

- “It was pointed out that it might be difficult to accurately assess youth impact when recommendations 
from young people are consistent with other actors’ position on a given issue. It was further 
recommended to create a special body consisting of representatives of national working groups and 
relevant ministries, with a mission to implement and monitor youth recommendations. Many 
statements underlined the need to additionally introduce similar actions on local and national level.” 

 

B/ The impact assessment was considered a good thing and is supported by the stakeholders. 

- “The impact assessment is a very good proposal which can increase the transparency, and hence the 
credibility of the politicians”;  

- “It is important to keep in mind here that a youth impact assessment of all EU policies might not be 
the most effective way and it is better to have youth impact assessments not on every single policy 
development, but mainly on those policies that have a direct impact on youth, to make it a workable 
and efficient tool.” 

- “If the Commission takes an important step into better communicating, young people will have more 
positive incentives to participate at the decision making” 

- “As regards impact assessment, young people support its introduction, particularly for the processes 
such as structured dialogue and youth guarantee, although they are aware that it is difficult to create 
tools that could measure the impact of young people on decision-making.” 

 

Input for implementation 

- “We believe that the second recommendation could be an expansion of the EU Youth report 
process. Creating a new process would require additional reporting from the Member States, 
whereas it would be more streamlined if it was done in line with the policy review and 
extended out to other relevant stakeholders. We believe that the reporting of this issues need 
to allow an element of flexibility in how answers are submitted so that we can ensure that the 
views of the four nations are included.” 

- “On the topic of implementing youth impact assessment of EU policies, a suggestion was 
made to perform the monitoring not only at the end of legislative process, but 
continuously, in order to allow for on-going interventions” 

- “To improve assessment of youth impact, independent experts should create such 
standards of assessment; especially young people should participate in creating indicators 
for assessment of youth impact.” 
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Report on the High-level Policy debate, 18th of May 

“Empowering young people for political participation in the democratic life of 
Europe” 

 

The Latvian Minister in charge of Youth having the Presidency of the Council of the EU 
opened the floor giving some contextual input regarding the Structured Dialogue (“a valuable 
participatory process for young people”).  

She also recalled elements of the background document on political participation, notably 
stating that elections are the main instrument for public participation, yet acknowledging that 
forms of youth participation have changed and young people have found new ways to 
express their views. 

The three questions that were given to the Member States were the following:  

1.  Which are the most urgent actions to be put in place at all levels to achieve greater 
political participation of young people in traditional democratic mechanisms (such as 
elections)?  

2. Which are the most urgent actions to make mainstream politics more appealing and 
engaging for young people, as well as to overall raise youth interest and readiness to 
have an active role in the democratic life of Europe? 

3. What specific actions are needed to engage with marginalised or disaffected young 
people that might be vulnerable to extremism and potentially radicalisation? 

 

Overall, we can notice that the decision-makers have been referring quite a lot 
to the proposals from the EUYC in Riga, with for instance: 

• The importance of involving youth organisations in decision-making processes 
and its role in representing young people was also highly supported (12 Member 
States). 

• Engaging young people at local level also seems to be recognised by Member 
States as an entry point to enhance young people’s participation (10 Member States) 

• There was an extensive mention of citizenship education (9 Member States have 
mentioned it) as a tool to increase young people’s awareness of political system, as 
well to enhance critical thinking. 

• 7 Member States were highlighting the links between youth political participation 
and their access to social inclusion, employment and social protection.  

• 6 Member States mentioned online participation tools and ICT literacy as key 
issue to shore up political participation. 

• 5 Member States shared that the vote at 16 in local/national elections is either 
implemented or being discussed 
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Summary of all interventions: 

COUNTRY KEY ELEMENTS 

European 
Commission 

- Online tools and social medias need to be exploited in order to 
reach out to young people 

- These actions need to be complemented with actions on the 
ground, supported by youth workers/youth organisations and 
local multipliers (Eurodesk) 

- Erasmus + & European Social Fund will be used to fight 
radicalism, combat poverty and social exclusion 

Sweden - Interest in politics among young is increasing and not 
decreasing 

- Political participation is possible when young peoples’ basics 
well being (employment, education, health, financial security) is 
secured. The Commission could enhance supporting youth 
participation and local democracy.  

- Increase critical media and information literacy  
Austria - Voting age is reduced to 16 accompanied with mandatory 

Political Education. Young people voted more than others. 
- Young people need to see the effect/impact of their 

involvement. 
Portugal - Processes of participation in public area have changed with the 

introduction of ICT and e-participation 
- Youth organisation should be integrated in national socio-

economic Councils 
Netherlands - Youth and civil society organisations should provide young 

people with political knowledge and understanding.  
- Foster meetings amongst young people and Members of the 

parliaments 
- Role of parents and other educators to provide guidance to 

young people likely to go into radicalism 
Poland - Put in place modern civic education and develop civic 

competences to make young participate in traditional 
democratic mechanisms 

- Reducing digital exclusion 
Lithuania - Information has to be presented in a clear way and ICT  should 

be used for that purpose. 
- Citizenship and political education 
- Young people should be allowed to observe decision-making 

procedures.  
Malta - Decreasing the voting age to 16 in regional elections was a 

success. 
- Toolbox for schools to provide information, encourage the 

debate and facilitate the active participation of young people on 
local political level 

- Youth local councils (14-18) to participate in the governance of 
local communities. 

Spain - Democratic culture introduced in school 
- New ICT tools 
- Engage with young people on issues that interest them 
- Improve transparency and accountability of public institutions 

Slovenia - Are policy makers offering the right support for young people to 
co-create youth policy? 

- Structured Dialogue fosters political participation, example of 
‘Structured street dialogue’ 

- Online platforms need to be complemented with street 
actions/physical meetings 

France - Cooperation of Formal and Non Formal Education 
- Citizenship Education and youth work 
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- School is very important place to develop citizenship Education  
- SD is a very useful tool that helped to create participative tools  
- France is developing an “impact clause” for youth, highlighting 

the impact legislative proposals will have on youth. 
- It is important to have a Council Recommendation on the socio-

economic factors of participation. 
Czech Republic - Role of teachers as providers of information to young people to 

avoid young people finding all their information on internet 
- Education for citizenship falls not only to school but also 

parents 
Belgium - Local level is a laboratory for participation 

- Development of unique platform for online information 
- Youth sector is represented in pilot group to develop the 

interdisciplinary development plan of the government;  
- Transparency and feedback from decision-makers 
- Focus on young people’s capacities and resources, not see 

them as a risk 
Croatia - Education for active citizenship and non-violence 

- Make use of existing mechanism and develop youth tailored 
approach together with online tools and media, and direct 
cooperation with young people in the field 

- Tailor participative settings towards specific groups of young, 
for instance young people at risk of social exclusion. 

Germany 

 

- Not only discuss about young people but with them 
- Youth check: look at legislation and its effect on young people 

and on how much they are involved in legislative measures 
- Programmes to foster civic engagement at different level to 

fight extremism 
UK - Individual online registration vs paper-based system: online 

registration was a success with hindsight to the participation of 
the young. 

- Deliver tailored programme with Students’ Unions on 
involvement in democracy, youth parliament and ‘make your 
mark’ campaign 

Greece - Enhance the participation of young people in the hierarchies of 
the school institutions.  
 

Bulgaria - Transparency of public institutions and access of young people 
to those institutions (open days) 

- Role of youth organisations to represent young people 
Finland - Openness of public administration 

- Accountability  
- Equal access to education 
- Open and meaningful mechanisms 
- Obliges municipalities to set up youth councils to let the young 

participate in local decision-making. 
Hungary - Develop a culture of debate 

- Citizenship is a pivotal issue and promote citizenship at school 
- Politicians should get more engaged with young people and 

civil society organisations 
Romania - Simulation projects and game-like methodologies to increase 

civic awareness 
- Digital competence and media literacy 
- Online vote and e-vote 
- Debate on lowering voting age to 16 at national level 

Denmark - Youth organisations have been given access to schools, which 
enables them to get in contact and engage with young people 

- The participation of the young is crucial for social cohesion in 
society. 



 24 

Slovakia - Education to political participation and discuss policies with 
young people 

- Make youth work more attractive to a wider spectrum of young 
people 

Cyprus - Young people participate if they are sure that there is a 
transparent and democratic system 

- Ensure the view of young people will be really taken into 
account 

- Local authorities are good arenas to encourage youth 
participation because the young can directly see the result of 
their involvement. 

Luxembourg - Debate on lowering voting age to 16 
- Local and school level are important to complement the SD 
- Resource centre for citizenship education 
- Youth work should be inclusive 

 Ireland - Lowering voting age to16 and age to stand for President to 21. 
- Young people participate when the issue at stake is relevant for 

them 
- First ever national strategy to foster participation of young 

people and children includes NGYO and Youth Parliaments to 
reach and empower people.  

- Youth unemployment is a major issue. Youth Guarantee is an 
important instrument to reach out to NEET.  

- Young people participate when the issue at stake is relevant for 
them 

Italy - Political participation is more value-based than ideology-based 
- Role of Education and schools 
- European volunteering civil society 

 

 


